WENCESLAS HOLLAR
[Born 1607. Engraver. He lived in Frankfort, Cologne and
Antwerp and had difficulty enough to subsist, until Thomas Howard,
Ead of Arundel, brought him to England. Teacher of drawing to the
Prince of Wales 1640. He fought in the ranks for the King, but
was captured by Parliament and escaped to Antwerp. In 1652 he
returned to England. He was appointed His Majesty's Designer in
1660. Before tie introduction of photography, picture painting and
engraving were important professions, and Hollar charged fourpence
an hour for his work, of which 2733 examples are enumerated.
Besides making copies of famous paintings and illustrating books,
Hollar executed a fine map of London after the Fire, illustrated the
coronation of Charles II and engraved a series of pictures of women's
costumes, which have proved invaluable to historians. Died 1677.]
W
INCESLAUS HOLLAR, Bohemus, was borne at
Prague. His father was a Knight of the Empire and
a Protestant, and either for keeping a conventicle, or
being taken at one, forfeited his Estate, and was ruined by the
Roman Catholiques.
He told me that when he was a Schoole-boy he tooke a
delight in draweing of Mapps; which draughts he kept, and
they were pretty. He was designed by his father to have been
a Lawyer, and was putt to that profession, when his father's
troubles, together with the Warres, forced him to leave his
countrey. So that what he did for his delight and recreation
only when a boy, proved to be his livelyhood when a man.
I thinke he stayd sometime in Lowe Germany, then he came
into England, wher he was very kindly entertained by that
great Patron of Painters and draughts-men, Thomas Howard
Lord High Marshall, Bad of Arundell and Surrey, where he
spent his time in draweing and copying rarities, which he did
etch (i.e. eate with aquafortis in copper plates). When the Lord
Marshall went Ambassador to the Emperor of Germany to
Vienna, he travelld with much grandeur; and among others,
Mr. Hollar went with him (very well clad) to take viewes,
landskapes, buildings, etc. remarqueable in their Journey,
which wee see now at the Print-Shopps,
He hath donne the most in that way that ever any one did,
iosomiach that I have heard Mr. John Evelyn, R.S.S., say that

